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Refuge Volunteers Participate in the  
Environmental Education Workshop

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9. 
JOIN US FOR THE 2010 WILDLIFE FESTIVAL - Details inside on page 4

Seton Watch - letting 
nature come to you

Sound and Color 
Mapping

In the Classroom at The Old School House 
(above),  Dave Ellis (upper right) facilitated the 
workshop.  

During the Discovery Hike, participants 
used a loupe (right) to discover  
the aquatic invertebrates 
in the water collected  
from the pond (below). 

Checking Wind Speed  
with an anemometer

See the article 
“Discovery 
Center With-
out Walls” on 
page 3 for more 
details about 
this workshop.
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The numbers are quite disturbing. 
The Minnesota DNR reports that 
participation in many core outdoor 
activities, mirroring a national trend, 
has declined dramatically. In the 
decade between 1996 and 2006, MN 
fishing license sales went down 15%; 
hunting licenses down 9%; MN state 
park visits down 10%; use of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area by 
Minnesota residents down 27%; boat-
ing, use of state trails, wildlife watch-
ing and wilderness use – all down.

According to the DNR, the major 
factor driving this trend is a decline in 
participation in outdoor recreational 
activities by young adults (between 
20-40 years old) and their children. 
Major causes for these drops include 
the Internet, video games, cable-
television and other sedentary, indoor 
activities. As ‘baby-boomers’ and 
their parents age, it appears that this 
unfortunate trend will continue.

This decline in outdoor recreation 
participation has many troubling and 
far-flung consequences. 60% of Min-
nesota’s population is obese, and we 
suffer from high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, diabetes and the threat of 
shorter life-spans. Perhaps the worst 
result, though, is the loss of connec-
tions to the wilderness and concern 
for nature. One has to wonder if 
future generations will share in our 
love and willingness to preserve 
nature. If it were proposed today to 
set aside 30,000 acres in Sherburne 
County for a wildlife refuge that 

would displace over 300 individual 
landowners; would it pass?  I have  
my doubts. 

So, what can we do to try to counter 
and, perhaps, even reverse this trend? 
As an organization, the Friends of 
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge 
(SNWR) will expand its mission of 
education and advocacy. We will con-
tinue our participation in community 
expos and chambers of commerce 
to “get the word out” about SNWR. 
We will continue sponsoring family-
friendly activities at the refuge, such 
as the fall and winter festivals, Wild-
life Film Festival, bird tours, etc. We 
will also increase our efforts to engage 
area school children by providing 
transportation support, teacher work-
shops and education opportunities to 
area schools and teachers.

I would also suggest that you, as indi-
viduals who have demonstrated your 
commitment and dedication to the 
refuge, never miss an opportunity to 
share your love of SNWR with others. 
Take your children and grandchil-
dren for outings at the refuge. Get 
them outside as much as possible! 
Share your wonder and knowledge  
of the outdoors with them. In the end, 
passing on and instilling an appre-
ciation for nature may be the best 
possible legacy we can leave to our 
children and future generations.

(Thanks to the Minnesota DNR for many 
of the statistics contained in this article. For 
more information regarding this issue, visit 
www.dnr.state.mn.us.)

About Money –   
More Good News!

YOU CAN DONATE  
TO THE FRIENDS ON-LINE.

Good news! Life just got simpler  
for members, donors, and our 
Treasurer! The Friends of Sher-
burne are now able to collect dues 
and donations via the internet 
through an organization called 
GiveMN. Just think - no more 
scurrying around for checkbook, 
pen, envelope, and a stamp. No 
need to postpone paying dues or 
donating because those items aren’t 
handy. And now the Friends are all 
ready for this year’s Give to the 
Max Day on Tuesday, Nov. 16.  
Last year, $14 million was raised in 
ONE DAY for Minnesota nonprof-
its via the GiveMN.org website!

To pay/donate go to http://
GiveMN.razoo.com/.  Type 
Friends of Sherburne into the box 
labeled “Find a nonprofit” and 
click on the search symbol at the 
end of the box. 

The next screen will be a page with 
information about the refuge and 
the Friends plus a list of donation 
categories. Enter an amount into 
the box for the category of your 
choice and press the “DONATE” 
button. You will then be taken to 
a secure, encrypted website where 
you can complete the details of  
your payment.

This service to Minnesota non-
profits was initially funded by a 
group of Minnesota companies.  
For now US Bank has committed 
to subsidizing operations so there 
is no fee deducted from donations 
made through GiveMN.org. 
Participating non-profit groups 
will get the full amount from 
all donations. GiveMN.org is 
seeking grants and donations so 
this can continue, but even if they 
eventually have to charge, it will 
be only 3% to cover the credit card 
processing fees.

Greetings Friends!

The refuge is creating a “new” email list for anyone interested in receiving 
notices about Sherburne’s upcoming programs and events. If you would like 
an automatic notification and event poster sent to you, please send an email 
to: sherburne@fws.gov and ask to be added to the “events mailing list.” All 
emails will be sent as a blind copy, so others cannot see your email address. 

$



Discovery Center  
Without Walls –  
School Days, School Days
By Sue Hix

“School” was in session at the refuge 
this summer!  In our last issue you 
read about the June teacher work-
shop, Using Sherburne Refuge as an 
Outdoor Classroom.  Exploration and 
environmental education continued 
in August as 17 refuge volunteers 
and a teacher from the northwestern 
suburbs of the Cities spent a day in 
a special environmental education 
workshop – Leading Discovery, Finding 
Wonder.  

David Ellis, Instructional Systems 
Specialist for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service at Prairie Wetlands Learning 
Center, was once again the facilita-
tor.  He skillfully led the group to use 
a “compass model” to organize our 
approach to environmental education 
and interpretation.  The “compass 
points” in this approach are

(1) Study Phenology,  
(2) Use Place-Based Learning,  
(3) Use a Nature Journal, and  
(4) Study Naturalists.  

The group enjoyed exploring water 
samples for aquatic invertebrates, 
becoming a part of nature during a 
“Seton Watch,” drawing a “Sound 
and Color Map,” and seeing what all 
we could find outside during a “Bio-
Blitz.”

As the teacher workshop before it, 
the volunteer workshop received rave 
reviews:  

	 •	 “I liked learning that I don’t 
have to know everything –  
a main goal is to facilitate  
discovery in others!”  

	 •	 “It was helpful to have the 
compass as a framework for 
organizing my approach to 
interpretation.”  

	 •	 “It was lots of fun and I learned 
more about myself, others, and 
the refuge.”  

	 •	 “Fabulous,” “A+,” “A++,” “10 
out of 10” – you get the idea.

As more and more schools are learn-
ing about the refuge and teachers call 
to arrange visits for their students, 
more and more environmental educa-
tion volunteers will be needed.  It is 
gratifying to see new people as well as 
experienced folks – including 8 of the 
12 Friends board members – step up 
to meet the need.  

A second teacher workshop will be 
offered on Thursday, October 21.  
Funding from the Friends and sup-
port of the Fish and Wildlife Service 
allow area teachers to participate free 
of charge.  Interested teachers may 
contact me at slhix@q.com.   
If transportation expense is a barrier 
to a student group’s refuge visit, the 
Friends may be able to assist.  Con-
tact me or another board member for 
more information.

Other Discovery  
Center News:
New Brochure!  
Next time you’re touring the refuge, 
pick up the newest brochure – Nature’s 
Calendar at Sherburne NWR – to help 
you get the most out of your visit.  
The brochure, created by the Friends 
in cooperation with the refuge and 
funded in part by a grant from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion, gives information, in a month  
by month format, about what a visi-
tor may expect to see at the refuge.  
Also available online at www.
ExploreSherburne.org.

Nature’s Circles  
Women’s Group  
Women and girls school age and 
older are invited to participate in 
this casual group that gathers on the 

first Sunday afternoon each month 
at the Old School House to explore 
some aspect of nature as seen at the 
refuge.  Meeting time is 4 – 6 PM 
from April through October and                          
3 – 5 PM during months of dwindling 
daylight.  Enjoy learning, exploring, 
and reflecting with kindred spirits.  
For more information or to be placed 
on our email list to receive monthly 
reminders, contact Mary Brennen at 
brennen_mary@yahoo.com.

Interested in a Family  
or Men’s Nature Group?  
Let us know!  We can tell you how to 
get started.

Senator Goes to Bat  
for a Sherburne Visitor Center
We’re doing a lot with minimal facili-
ties, but it sure would be nice to have 
more classroom space, air condition-
ing during the summer, plumbing 
that works, and water we can drink.  
Senator Al Franken’s office recently 
notified us that the Senator had sent 
a letter in support of our visitor center 
project to the Acting Director of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  We appre-
ciate all the support we can get and 
look forward to the day when we can 
invite our Congress members to a 
ribbon cutting—and send them thank-
yous instead of requests for support.

Friends of Sherburne NWR
2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

	 Lee T. Johnson	–	President
	 Sue Hix	–	Vice President
	 Su Johnson	–	Secretary
	 Carol VanHeel	–	Treasurer
	 Brian Aho	–	Director
	 Brad Johnson	–	Director
	 Lisa Nelson	–	Director	
	 April St. Aoro	–	Director
	 Myrna Krueger	–	Director
	 Suzanne Ross	–	Director
	 Jennifer Grasswick	–	Director
	 Tami Duke	–	Director

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD
	 Anne Sittauer	 –	 Refuge  
			   Manager
	 Betsy Beneke	 –	 Visitor Services 
			   Manager



Join us for
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge’s

Fall Wildlife Festival
Saturday, October 9 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A FREE Event Celebrating National Wildlife Refuge Week

Presentations
10:30 am & 2:30 pm:

Doc Wild’s Unhuggables 
Doc Wild gives us the real scoop on pesky 

beavers who flood our land, “slow, dumb 
and ugly” snapping turtles, little known 
facts about bears, toads and hognose 
snakes. Unhuggable, maybe.  
Unimportant? No way!

12:30 pm:   
Doc Wild’s Creepy Spiders

How far can a jumping spider jump?  
Do pirate spiders have one eye and say 

“aargh”? What happens if we take all the spiders 
off planet earth? How do baby spiders travel 200 
miles in a day?

11:30 am & 1:30 pm: Raptors of Minnesota
See a live bald eagle, hawk, owl and falcon.  
Learn about their adaptations for successful  
hunting from the U of M Raptor Center staff.

Guided Tours 
6:30 am: Sunrise Crane Watch

Join us to see sandhill cranes leaving their 
night roost. We will meet at the school house 
then drive to the observation location.

10:30 am - 4 pm: 
Horse Drawn Hay Rides
Learn about wildlife and plants in the oak 
savanna on a guided hay ride.

10:15 am & 1:30 pm: Wonders of the Wild
Enjoy a short walk to see plants and animals 
that live in the nearby prairie, woods and wet-
lands. Meet at the bonfire near the school house.

12:10 pm & 1:50 pm: Wildlife on the Move
Take a guided 11⁄2 hour bus tour of the Wildlife 
Drive. See wildlife and wildflowers. Meet at 
school bus parked near the school house.

Event Hosts: Friends of Sherburne & Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge
For more information, or special accommodations, call 763-389-3323 x 13. TTY Federal Relay: 1-800-877-8339

Wildlife Expo 
Family Scavenger Hunt 

Our Reptiles 
Minnesota  

Herpetological Society 
Optics for Wildlife Viewing 

National Camera Exchange  
Kids’ Fish Casting 

Cabela’s Staff

Nature Crafts 

Arts ‘N’ Nature 
Painting natural scenes 

 by Pattie Dorf 
Food 

Hospitality Tent – Hot chocolate, coffee, cider, and cookies - $.25 each.
Brat & Hot Dog Lunch – Brat $2.00,  Hot Dog $ 1.50, Pop $ .50 (11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.)

Refuge Birthday Cake – Celebrate the 45th birthday of Sherburne Refuge. Served at 1 p.m.

Nature Journaling 
Enhance your journals with art 

by Leslie Schumacher

Prairie Seeds & Tea 
Sherburne Seed Collectors  

and Master Gardeners  

Friendly Fire 
Sherburne Fire Crew

Archery Workshop 
Rapids Archery Club

Building for the Birds

Air Rifle Workshop 
MN DNR Instructors

 Booths and Activities
Partners for Fish & Wildlife 

Restore wetlands on your 
property

Friends of Sherburne  
Nature Store 
Books & Gifts  

Sales support Sherburne  
Buy your Duck Stamps!

Silent Auction 
Support  

Friends of Sherburne Projects

Explore the Refuge 
Several service roads will be 

open to the public

Fall Wildlife Festival



	 Friends Gift Shop
	 A Great Place to Shop for Family and Friends
	 OPEN DAILY – 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Refuge Headquarters

	 ONE DAY SALE
	 Saturday, October 9, 2010
	 at the Old School House, during the Wildlife Festival

Friends of Sherburne Jackets, Sweatshirts, Hats,  
and T-shirts (Long & Short Sleeved) 

	 Hats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $10 (reg. $12) 
	 T-shirts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $10 (reg. $15)
	 Fleece Vests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $25 (reg. $30)  
	 Fleece Jackets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $30 (reg. $35)     
	 Denim Shirts (sm & xxlg Sizes) . . . . . . .        $10 CLEARANCE

Christmas is just around the corner. 
We have some super books for adults and children, including some wonderful Field Guides.

FOR FUN 
We have our usual KIDS’ ITEMS:  

bugs, snakes, butterfly necklaces, bug jar kits, binoculars & “singing” birds

We also have orange and “grass” fabric hats for our hunters.

Friends Members receive a 10% discount.  
Your purchase helps support the Friends’ educational programs at the refuge. 

Thank you!

2010 Programs and Events
	 Jan 14, 21, 28	 Wildlife Film Festival  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7:00 p.m. 
	 Feb 6	 Winterfest  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
	 Feb 27	 Snowshoe Adventure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10 a.m. & 1 p.m. 
	 April 17	 Spring Bird Tour .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:00 a.m.
	 May 8	 Int’l Migratory Bird Day .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 & 8:30 a.m.
	 May 8	 Friends’ Plant Sale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	 May 22	 The Buzz about Bees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 a.m. – noon 
	 June 5	 Summer Bird Tour . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7:00 a.m.
	 June 12	 Wildflower Tour  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10:00 a.m.
	 Sept 4	 Fall Bird Tour . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:00 a.m.
	 Sept 11	 Fall Wildflower Tour .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10:00 a.m.
	 Sept 25	 National Public Lands Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9:00 a.m.
	 Oct 9	 Wildlife Festival  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
	 Oct 10	 The Big Sit . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . During Daylight Hours
	 Dec 18	 Christmas Bird Count .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7:30 a.m.

All events meet at the Old School House 
located on Sherburne County road 9, 

5.5 miles west of HWY 169
For more information on the above events or to register, check the refuge web site 
at www.fws.gov/midwest/sherburne or contact the refuge Visitor Services Manager, 

 at 763-389-3323 ext 13 or toll free at 877-721-4295 ext 13.

ONE DAY SALE
You can get your Federal  

and Junior Duck Stamps at the Friends Gift ShopFederal Duck Stamps – $15 
$.98 out of every dollar goes to wildlife 

habitat creation or restoration.Junior Duck Stamps – $5
Supports stamp education program

Christmas  
Bird Count

Saturday 
December 18 

Starting at 7:30 a.m.  
Meet at the  

Old School House
The 2010 Christmas Bird  
Count will mark the 111th time 
volunteer birders have carried 
out this coast-to-coast census 
of wild bird populations. To 
participate, call the refuge at 
763-389-3323 ext. 10 or Dean 
Kleinhans at 763-389-1774. 

This event  
is sponsored  

by the Friends  
of Sherburne.



The Friends  
of Sherburne  

gratefully acknowledge  
recent donors

New and Renewed Members
Jaime Barlow 
Judith Dupre 

Laura Pipenhagen 
Michael Niziolek 

Rita Hoskins 

Wildlife Circle
Susan Aycock Bowie - Bluebird

Memorials
Joseph Rawley

uuuuu

Corporate Members
ACE Solid Waste

Bank of Elk River 
Bremer Bank – Princeton Office

First National Financial Services
Howard Homes, Inc.

Nelson Chiropractic Health Center
Pine Ridge Dental, P.A.

Prairie Restorations, Inc.
Princeton Used Clothing Center

Ray’s Auto Body in Princeton
Glenn Metalcraft

Realty Executives in Zimmerman
Sherburne Insurance Services 
a Division of  Princeton Insurance 

Agency
Sherburne State Bank

Sheri Packer Agency – American 
Family Insurance

Becker True Value Hardware
Zimmerman Dairy Queen

About Those 
Great Photos 
You Take
Photography is one of the major 
refuge activities promoted by the  
Fish and Wildlife Service. Many of  
us have collected photos from our 
journeys around the refuge. A 
common question is, “How can I  
share them with others?”

Contests are one way of sharing.  
Here are two that have come to 
our attention.  The National Wild-
life Refuge Association (NWRA) is 
about to close its 5th annual Photo 
Contest.  Photos must be taken on 
a National Wildlife Refuge. The 
deadline is September 24th. Infor-
mation is at this link: http://
www.refugeassociation.org/
contest/2010ContestHome.html

Though it may be too late to enter 
this year’s competition, mark your 
calendar to look for an announcement 
of the 2011 competition early next 
August. Results of past contests can 
be viewed at: http://nwra.zenfo-
lio.com

“Share the Experience” is yet another 
photo contest featuring Official 
National Recreation Lands. First 
prize is a vacation for four and second 
prize is $1799 worth of Olympus 
camera equipment. The deadline 
for this contest is in December. Full 
information is at this link: http://
nationalparks.promo.eprize.

Around the refuge with the DNR
• Grids of small red flags on the refuge mark areas where the MN DNR is 

studying the western hognose snake. The study, within the savannas of the 
Anoka Sand Plain, uses radio telemetry tracking to glean a better under-
standing of how this rare species uses the landscape.

• Well drilling equipment at the entrance to the designated fishing site on 
County Road 1 signaled the drilling of a 200 foot deep well by the MN 
DNR. This is one of a series of wells to monitor deep aquifer water qual-
ity and quantity. The refuge is already home to a series of 25 wells for the 
monitoring of shallow water quality and quantity. 

• Biology Technician Sally Zodrow captured, banded, and released 25 
mourning doves as part of a MN DNR study of mourning dove popula-
tion stability. This is the first year of a continuing project on the refuge.

com/experiencecontest2010/

The Nature Conservancy sponsors an 
annual worldwide photo contest. For 
information go to the Conservancy’s 
contest link: http://my.nature.
org/photography/rules.html

About.com accepts bird photos for 
identification purpose and for sharing 
on the web. Roving Interpreter Mary 
Carlson submitted two photos of 
young bird families to this site at the 
link below. The site administrators 
asked if they could keep the photos in 
the public gallery. Mary said “Yes” 
and then submitted information about 
the refuge to accompany the photos.  
http://birding.about.com/od/
identifyingbirds/a/submitpho-
tos.htm

Many people store and share their 
photos on Flickr.com, a site oper-
ated by Yahoo.  Here one can restrict 
access to and use of one’s photos while 
still sharing them. Photos stored on 
Flickr.com can easily be linked to 
appear in your emails, blog pages 
or other web sites. Picasa.com is 
another on-line photo storage and 
sharing site operated by Google.  
Zenfolio.com charges for storage 
space but provides a premier show-
case for your photos.  

Last but not least, don’t forget to share 
your photos on our Friends-related 
web sites.  Photos taken on the refuge 
can be posted on the Friends official 
site:  http://ExploreSherburne.
org by emailing them to info@
exploresherburne.org .

A weblog (“blog”) associated with the 
Friends site is a great place to post  
pictures taken at Friends/refuge 
events. Contributions for this site can 
be emailed to kenbrennen@yahoo.
com or  myrna.krueger@gmail.
com or dkleinhans@q.com.

Members of Facebook can post photos 
directly to this Friends site: http://
www.facebook.com/sherburne 
refugefans?v=photos&ref=ts

Hope to  see you soon –  
digitally that is.



Betsy Beneke is Sherburne’s new Visitor Services 
Manager, following Nancy Haugen’s retirement.  She has 
worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for 26 years in 
both biology and visitor services programs.  Betsy began 
her career on the Upper Mississippi River Refuge in 
Winona, MN then went on to Seney Refuge in Michigan, 
Tamarac Refuge in northwestern Minnesota, and before 
Sherburne, was in northern Utah at Bear River Migratory 
Bird Refuge.  While in Utah, Betsy was part of the team 
that worked on construction of their new wildlife education 
center. She’s excited about the prospect of building a new 
visitor center at Sherburne - hoping that her experiences at 
Bear River will be useful in our project.  Betsy is a Minne-
sota girl, having grown up on a farm east of Hinckley. She’s 
thrilled to be back “home” in Minnesota and says, “Being 
part of the Sherburne team is just icing on the cake. There 
are so many friendly, dedicated people here - staff, volun-
teers and Friends. I’m very happy to be here!”

Beth Watson joined the staff as the Volunteer Coor-
dinator in mid April. She resides in Milaca with her two 
children. Her experience includes working for Commu-
nity Education in Milaca and Elk River School districts 
and being a Volunteer Coordinator at a nursing care and 
rehabilitation facility in Milaca. With her degree in Out-
door Recreation Management and a minor in Environ-
mental Science, Beth brings her knowledge and love for the 
outdoors to the refuge and the volunteer program. When 
asked what she likes most at Sherburne she stated, “Abso-
lutely the professionalism of the volunteers, they are amaz-
ing! And of course the scenery out my office window.” Volunteers Wanted:  

National Public Lands Day
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge invites individu-
als, families, and groups to help remove European 
buckthorn, an invasive plant, from the refuge on 
Saturday, September 25 from 9:00 to 12:00. 
The minimum age for volunteers is 12. Those 
under 17 must have a signed parental permission 
form.  Long sleeves, long pants, closed-toe shoes are 
recommended. Volunteers are asked to bring work 
gloves and drinking water. Volunteers will meet at 
the Old School House 5.5 miles west of Highway 
169 on Sherburne County Road 9. Pre-registration 
by calling Volunteer Coordinator Beth Watson at 
763-389-3323 ext.10 is requested.  TTY users may 
use the Federal Information Relay Service at 1-800-
877-8339.  

National Public Lands Day is a one day coast-to-
coast volunteer effort to restore America’s public lands. 
In our area European buckthorn is a small tree that 
threatens to destroy our local forests by crowding out 
native trees and woodland plants.

   
Join us on Sunday, October 10. Continue Sherburne’s 
celebration of Refuge Week by joining our team, the 
“Sherburne Savanna Sitters.” The Big Sit is like a 
tailgate party for birders. We’ll be counting birds 
all day from a 17 ft. diameter circle, and then sub-
mitting our results to the national database at the 
end of the day. It’s FUN and FREE!   Participants 
should bring a chair, food, beverages, binoculars 
or scope, and appropriate clothing. We’ll have some 
fun watching birds from our “circle” located at the 
Oak Savanna Trail parking area at the beginning of 
the Prairie’s Edge Wildlife Drive. You can spend the 
day, an hour or two, or just a few minutes - it’s 
up to you! Team members will be counting birds 
during daylight hours. For more detailed information 
visit: www.birdwatchersdigest.com and click on the 
link. To sign up for our team, contact Betsy Beneke 
(763-389-3323 x13). She will send more detailed 
information to everyone interested.

“The Big Sit”

Scott Pariseau, a new full time Law Enforcement 
Officer, joined the refuge staff this summer. A few years 
ago the Fish and Wildlife Service requested a review of its 
Law Enforcement program. The review was conducted by 
the International Association of Police Chiefs (IAPC),  the 
world’s oldest and largest association of police executives. 
The IAPC review identified many changes that would 
benefit the Fish and Wildlife Service. One of them was 
placing more full time officers at field stations and one of 
those stations was Sherburne Refuge.  Officer Pariseau’s 
regular duties will include not only Sherburne but also 
Crane Meadows and Rice Lake NWR.   He will also work 
with other officers in USFWS Region 3 on special empha-
sis issues and incidents. 

Elizabeth Roberts recently joined the staff as the 
Administrative Officer for the Sherburne National Wildlife 
Refuge. Elizabeth has been with the Department of the 
Interior for two and a half years. Her previous position was 
with the USFWS Migratory Bird Permit Office. Regard-
ing her new position Elizabeth says, “My family and I have 
lived in the Orrock/Zimmerman area for several years 
and have always enjoyed our outings on the refuge (I can 
remember back to the days when only a dirt road led to 
refuge headquarters).  I feel privileged to be able to work in 
such beautiful surroundings and I’m looking forward to my 
future here at the Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge.”

NEW STAFF at the REFUGE



FRIENDS OF SHERBURNE 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

17076 293rd Avenue
Zimmerman, MN 55398

Who Are The Friends?  The Friends of  Sherburne is a non-profit group formed to support refuge projects and educational programs.
THE PRAIRIE’S EDGE, the newsletter for the Friends of  Sherburne, is published quarterly for its members in cooperation with Sherburne National Wild-
life Refuge.  Information about the Friends of  Sherburne is available at www.exploresherburne.org. or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SherburneRefugeFans.

Graphic Designer: Mary Brennen. Editor: Ken Brennen. You can contact Ken at kenbrennen@yahoo.com or 612-280-3645.

Membership Form (Check a box below to select your category.)

Student. . . . . . . . . . . .            $10	  $15	 Corporate. . . . . . . . .         $50	  $80

Senior (62+) . . . . . . . .        $10	  $15	 Lifetime. . . . . . . . . . .           $300

Individual. . . . . . . . . .          $15	  $25

Family. . . . . . . . . . . . .             $25	  $40	 Organization. . . . . . .       $25
			   (Student or civic group)

 Please send email link for the newsletter.

 Please send information about the Refuge Volunteer Program.

AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $__________

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Address:_ ____________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________ 	 State:______________ Zip:______________

Phone:___________________________________ 	 Email:______________________________

Please make checks payable to Friends of  Sherburne NWR, 17076 293rd Ave., Zimmerman, MN 55398
Membership fees and other donations are deductible to the extend allowed by law.

Other Ways to Support the 
Friends and Refuge Programs

 

 Friends’ Wildlife Circle Dona-
tion
	 Eagle. . . . . . . .       $1,000 and above
	 Crane. . . . . . . .       $500 – $999
	 Heron. . . . . . . .       $250 – $499
	 Loon. . . . . . . .       $100 – $249
	 Mallard. . . . . . . .        $ 50 – $99
	 Bluebird. . . . . . . .         $25 – $49

 Discovery Center Donation
This gift will be dedicated to the creation  
of the Discovery Center and Programs.

 Memorial or Honorarium
   This gift is in memory/honor (circle one) of: 
   Name:___________________________
 My employer has a matching gift program.
     Employer: _ _______________________

	 1 Year	 2 Years	 1 Year	 2 Years

AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $__________

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Address:_ ____________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________ 	 State:______________ Zip:______________

Phone:___________________________________ 	 Email:______________________________

Please make checks payable to Friends of Sherburne NWR, 17076 293rd Ave., Zimmerman, MN 55398
Membership fees and other donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.

(Check a box below to select 
the donation you wish to make.)
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